
Is this 
too big?
Is this 

too big?

No worries -
It’ll be fun!
No worries -
It’ll be fun!

Great work!

Did you know?
a.

c.

b.

d.

Answers
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c.

b.

d.
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How to Use
an Abacus ?
(Suanpan/Soroban)

There are two types of Suanpan: one 
has �ve beads (one on the upper deck 
and four on the bottom deck). The 
other one has seven beads (two on 
the upper deck and �ve on the 
bottom deck).

The Suanpan (the seven beads version) 
can be used to play checkers!

You may visit our 
website to learn 
more about the 

abacus!

12 55

35 84

173 6281

216 1937

On November 12,1946, the United States 

Army held a contest between the Japanese 

abacus and the electric calculator in Tokyo, 

Japan. In four out of the �ve rounds, the 

abacus won!



Getting Friendly with the Abacus

A  How to clear an abacus B  How to read an abacus

C  Test your knowledge
What are these numbers?

Can you show the following numbers 
on the abacus?

a.35

Place the abacus on the table, then tip 
the frame toward you. All the beads will 
come down.

Put down the abacus so it’s �at on the table. 
Move all �ve counters up by sliding your 
�nger along the beam.

Start with a cleared frame (see Step A)
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b.84

c.216 d.1937

Flip over to see
the Answers

Unit Place

Rod

Beam

1000s
100s 10s Units Decimals

Upper Deck

Lower Deck

Five Counters


